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John was born in Besserabia. His family were grain merchants. 
He received a high school education, which he says was about the 
equivalent of finishing the first year or two of a sdliege course 
in the United States. ; 

He went into the Army when he was eighteen years old as a pri-. 
vate, and worked himself up to a lieutenancy. He says that in the 
01d Russian Army it was a common thing for high school graduates to 
rise from the ranks, as they were comparatively few and besides, had 
had the advantage of military training in school. | 

Just before the Russo-Japanese Var, he resigned. He says it 
was partly to escape the war, and partly because he was tired of the 
army life and wanted to travel. His family was wealthy so he did 
not have to depend on the Army for a living. 

He travelled for a year in urope and the United States. Upon 
returning home he went into the grain business with a brother. He 
stayed there several years, but he had been very pleased with the 
United States and finally decided to go the States to jive. 

As he intended to continue in the grain business he located in 
& grain-producing state, Minnesota. He stayed there, except for a 
six months' visit to Russia, until 1912 and then moved to Cakland, 
California. Here he started a grocery store, running it until 1932, 
when he went brokee He had a good deal of his money invested in 


stocks, and lost it during the first part of the depression. He is 
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working on the S.H=.R.A. now. 
He has never married. 


He is & small dark wiry looking man of about sixty-five. He 
is intelligent and seems to keep well informed om current topica. 
He says he reads a good deal. 

He would not want to be in Besserabia under present conditions, 
but if it had not been taken away from Russia, he thinks he would 
like to go back. : 

He does not think that coming to America has made much change 
in him in culture, viewpoint, ete. He says his mode of life, aside 
from a few minor changes in food, etc. and the fact that he has 


been separated from his relatives, has been pretty mach the same. 
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